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(54) Adaptive hybrid ARQ/FEC technique for muititone/multicarrier mtransmission 



(57) Increased numbers of multipath transmission 
errors, that are detected by the performance of cyclic re- 
dundancy checking (CRC) over time and frequency on 
the words of a multitone transmission block that include 
mapped information bits, are correctable by forward er- 
ror control as a result of the iterative performance of CRC 
over frequency on subblocks of the transmission block 



using retransmitted parity checking bits. A continuous 
record is maintained of the frequency channels that are 
detected as experiencing transmission errors in order to 
maximize nthe rate of data bit transmission on frequency 
channels that are likely to experience a reduced number 
of transmission errors. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to communication 
systems. More particularly, the present invention relates 
to the performance of iterative cyclic redundancy check- 
ing over frequency on a transmission block for detecting 
and correcting data transmission errors that may occur 
during multitone transmission. 

Background of the Invention 

Communication in a digital communication system, 
such as a digital mobile cellular system, a digital cordless 
telephone system or a personal communication system, 
is achieved by transmitting information bits and parity 
checking bits on a modulated frequency carrier or a plu- 
rality of frequency carriers. Multitone transmissbn is a 
popular and widely used data communication technique 
which involves the transmission of blocks of information 
which, individually, comprise a plurality of words of infor- 
mation and parity checking bits that are transmitted at a 
plurality of frequencies. This transmission technique is 
described in L.J. Cimini, Jr., "Analysis and Simulation of 
a Digital Mobile Channel Using Orthogonal Frequency 
Division Multiplexing," IEEE Transactions on Communi- 
cations, Vol. COM-33, pp. 665-675, July 1985. 

Multipath fading is a source of transmission errors 
in a multitone transmission system. In a dense urban en- 
vironment having many radio frequency transmitting 
sources and many reflective obstructions, transmission 
errors occur at a large number of frequencies for sus- 
tained periods of time as a result of multipath fading. Cy- 
clic redundancy checking (CRC) over time and frequen- 
cy are well known techniques utilized for detecting the 
presence of the transmission errors caused by multipath 
fading. 

There exists a need for an efficient method for cor- 
recting these multipath fading errors. The well known 
technique of forward error control (FEC) provides for the 
correction of detected transmission errors based upon 
the number of parity bits transmitted in a transmission 
block. The number of parity bits typically transmitted in 
a transmission block for correcting transmission errors 
by FEC, however, is insufficient for correcting multipath 
fading errors. The application of FEC to correct all the 
multipath fading errors would require too many parity bits 
to be transmitted for each transmission block. 

Another known error correction technique, automat- 
ic repeat request (ARQ), involves the retransmission of 
an entire word within which a transmission error is de- 
tected. ARQ, likewise, does not provide for the efficient 
correction of multipath fading errors in a multitone trans- 
mission system. All words in a multitone transmission 
block must be retransmitted by ARQ for correcting the 
multipath fading errors that are detected by CRC over 
frequency and time, even if only a small number of trans- 



mission errors are present in only some of the words of 
the transmission block. The continued retransmission of 
entire blocks of words, and the requirement that the 
transmitter and the receiver must also exchange ac- 
5 knowledgement and handshaking messages during 
these retransmissions, may unacceptably delay the 
transmission of information bits in a communication sys- 
tem. 

10 Summary of the Invention 

In accordance with the present invention, CRC over 
frequency is iteratively performed on the words of a 
transmission block, using a select number of iteratively 
is retransmitted parity bits, to maximize the rate at which 
information bits are correctly transmitted in a multitone 
transmission system experiencing multipath fading er- 
rors. The iterative retransmission of parity bits increases 
the probability that the detected transmission errors of a 
transmission block are correctable by FEC, and minimiz- 
es the need for retransmissions of entire blocks of infor- 
mation bits. 

In one embodiment, a transmitter provides to a re- 
ceiver a transmission block comprising a plurality of 
words comprised of information and/or parity checking 
bits which are simultaneously transmitted over a plurality 
of frequency channels. A processor in the receiver per- 
forms CRC over time on the words comprised of infor- 
mation bits in the transmission block to detect the pres- 
ence of transmission errors. If any transmission error is 
detected, the processor performs CRC over frequency 
on these same words of the transmission block to detect 
any frequency channel at which a transmission error oc- 
curs. 

If the processor determines that the number of parity 
bits transmitted in the transmission block does not ena- 
ble the processor to obtain sufficient data for correcting 
by FEC the words in the transmission block for which 
transmission errors aredetected : the processor iterative- 
ly requests that the transmitter retransmit additional par- 
ity bits to the receiver. The processor uses these addi- 
tional parity bits to perform CRC over frequency on sub- 
sets of the set of words comprising the transmission 
block. The processor, if possible, then performs FEC on 
the individual words of these subsets, depending upon 
the data obtained from the performance of CRC over fre- 
quency on these subsets. 

The retransmission of additional parity bits is per- 
formed for only a predetermined number of iterations for 
a particular transmission block. The processor requests 
that the transmitter retransmit all words in any subset of 
a particular transmission block which cannot be correct- 
ed by FEC, when the iteration limit is reached for that 
transmission block. 

The processor maintains a continuous record of the 
frequency channels at which transmission errors are oc- 
curring, and transmits data representative of this infor- 
mation to the transmitter to prevent the transmission of 
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data bits at frequency channels likely to experience 
transmission errors. In another embodiment, the number 
of parity bits transmitted per transmission block for per- 
forming CRC over time and FEC is adaptively changed 
in response to the changes that occur in the communi- 5 
cation environment over time. 

In still another embodiment, the processor attempts 
to perform FEC on each word of a transmission block 
before the processor determines whether the iterative 
performance of CRC over frequency on the transmission 
block is necessary. 

Other features and advantages of the present inven- 
tion will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
the art from the drawings and detailed description that 
follows. 

Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 illustrates a multitone communication system 
in which the error correction and data transmission meth- 
ods of the present invention may be utilized. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a multitone transmission block for 
use in the system in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B are a flow diagram illustrating 
the error correction and data transmission methods ac- 
cording to the present invention. 

FIG. 3C is a flow diagram illustrating a method for 
determining which frequency channels should be desig- 
nated as working for the transmission of a transmission 
block. 

FIG. 3D is a flow diagram illustrating a method for 
checking that data bits requested for retransmission are 
correctly received, and for continuing to request retrans- 
mission until a correct transmission is achieved. 

FIG. 3E is a flow diagram illustrating a method for 
determining when at least two frequency channels are 
available for data transmission. 

FIG. 4 is a multitone transmission block used for il- 
lustrating the methods of error correction and data trans- 
mission according to this invention. 

FIG. 4A is a first error subblock of the multitone 
transmission block shown in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 4B is second error subblock of the multitone 
transmission block shown in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 4C is a first subdivision of the second error sub- 
block shown in FIG. 4B. 

FIG. 4D is a second subdivision of the second error 
subblock shown in FIG. 4B. 

FIG. 4E is a further subdivision of the first subdivi- 
sion of the second error subblock shown in FIG. 4C. 

FIG. 4F is a further subdivision of the first subdivision 
of the second error subblock shown in FIG. 4C. 

FIG. 4G is a further subdivision of the second sub- 
division of the second error subblock shown in FIG. 4D. 

FIG. 4H is a further subdivision of the second sub- 
division of the second error subblock shown in FIG. 4D. 

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating the method of 
correcting transmission errors in the individual words of 



the transmission block that may be performed prior to 
the method of FIGS. 3A and 3B. 

Detailed Description 

FIG. 1 shows a multitone communication system 10. 
By way of example, the system 10 is a wireless commu- 
nication system that is comprised of a transceiver 20, 
such as a telephone transmitter or a base station for a 
cordless phone, and a transceiver 30, such as a cordless 
telephone or a mobile cellular telephone. It is to be un- 
derstood, however, that the system 10 may suitably com- 
prise any data communication system where data infor- 
mation is transmitted between the transceiver 20 and the 
transceiver 30 and vice versa utilizing a multitone or mul- 
tiple frequency transmission technique. The transceiver 
20 and the transceiver 30 may be suitably connected to 
each other, for example, by a coaxial cable, a twisted 
pair cable or an optical connection. 

The transceiver 20 comprises a transmitter 22, a re- 
ceiver 24, a processor 26 and a memory 28. The proc- 
essor 26 is connected to the transmitter 22, the receiver 
24 and the memory 28. The transceiver 30, similarly, 
comprises a transmitter 32, a receiver 34, a processor 
36 and a memory 38. The processor 36 is connected to 
the transmitter 32, the receiver 34 and the memory 38. 

The transmitter 22 and the transmitter 32 may suit- 
ably comprise any conventional component that is a 
source of a plurality of frequency carriers which, respec- 
tively, are modulated with data bits. The receiver 24 and 
the receiver 34 may suitably comprise any conventional 
component that detects and receives data bits modulat- 
ed on a plurality of frequency carriers. 

The processor 26 and the processor 36 may suitably 
comprise any conventional microprocessor, such as a 
digital signal processor. The memory 28 and the memory 
38 may suitably comprise a memory device, such as a 
RAM. 

For purposes of the description of this invention, the 
processing by the processor 36 of the data bits transmit- 
ted from the transceiver 20 to the transceiver 30 is ex- 
plained in detail below. It is to be understood, however, 
that data bits may be transmitted from the transceiver 30 
to the stationary transceiver 20 and processed by the 
processor 24 in a similar fashion according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a multitone transmission block 50 
that may be transmitted within the system 10 of FIG. 1 
in the following manner. The receiver 34 of the transceiv- 
er 30 detects the transmission of the block 50 and pro- 
vides the data bits contained within the block 50 to the 
processor 36. The processor 36 maps the data bits trans- 
mitted at the plurality of frequency carriers into a respec- 
tive plurality of symbols called channel symbols, and 
stores the channel symbols in the memory 38 in the form 
of a plurality of words, where each word in the block is 
comprised of a plurality of channel symbols. For ease of 
reference, the channel symbol that is comprised of the 
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map of the data bits transmitted at a specific frequency 
channel is referred to as the channel symbol at that spe- 
cific frequency channel. The number of channel symbols 
in each word is equal to the number of frequency chan- 
nels at which data bits are transmitted for the multitone 
transmission block. A transmission error that is experi- 
enced at a particular frequency channel during the trans- 
mission of a word of data bits is referred to as a channel 
symbol in error or a channel symbol in error at a particular 
frequency channel. 

For ease of reference, the reception and transmis- 
sion of data bits by the components of the transceiver 30 
is described only in relation to the operations performed 
by the processor 36. 

The block 50 is suitably comprised of a plurality of 
consecutively received words 70-,, 70 2 , ... 70^ or 
70 1,2...*' wnere Kis preferably equal to 256. The words 
70 1 2 ^are arranged as rows in the block 50, from top 
to bottom, suitably in the order that they are received by 
the transceiver 30. Each of the words 70j 2 k ' s com- 
prised of a plurality of N channel symbols that are at the 
plurality of frequency channels 80^ 80 2 , ... B0 N or 
eo i.2.../v at which the data bits are transmitted by the 
transceiver 20, where N is, preferably, either equal to six- 
teen or thirty-two. 

Two types of parity checking bits are transmitted 
within the block 50 for detecting and correcting transmis- 
sion errors that may occur during multitone transmission 
according to the present invention. Vertical parity check- 
ing bits are transmitted in vertical parity words which suit- 
ably comprise the consecutively numbered words 
7u k-q+i- 70 k-o+2- • 70 K in the block 50, where Ois pref- 
erably, equal to four or eight. The channel symbols in the 
O vertical parity words, known as vertical parity symbols, 
are comprised exclusively of mapped vertical parity bits. 
The Q vertical parity symbols in each frequency channel 
of the block 50 comprise p vertical parity bits, where p 
is, preferably, equal to sixteen or thirty-two. 

The channel symbols in words 10^ through 70 K ^of 
the block 50 are comprised of information and horizontal 
parity checking bits. The horizontal parity bits are 
mapped into channel symbols called horizontal parity 
symbols. The frequency channels in the block 50 that 
are comprised of horizontal parity symbols are the fre- 
quency channels consecutively numbered 80 A/ . M+1 , 
qo n-m+2 ■■- so a/> where M is, preferably, equal to four or 
eight. The horizontal parity symbols at these frequency 
channels, starting from the frequency channel 80^.^-,, 
are suitably arranged consecutively from left to right in 
the words 70! through 70 K . Q . 

The information bits in the words 70 1 through 70 K , o 
are mapped into channel symbols called information 
symbols. The information symbols at the frequency 
channels Q0^ through 80,^ are arranged consecutively 
as columns in the words 70, through 70 K<h suitably from 
left to right, starting at the frequency channel B0^ . It is to 
be understood that the words in a transmission block and 
the channel symbols within these words may be ar- 



ranged in any suitable manner that permits the process- 
ing of the channel symbols in the transmission block ac- 
cording to the present invention. 

An adaptive automatic request/forward error control 

5 (ARQ/FEC) technique is explained with reference to the 
process 200 shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B. In short, the 
process 200 causes the retransmission of additional par- 
ity checking bits for correcting transmission errors in a 
transmission block, if the transmission errors detected in 

10 a transmission block are not correctable by FEC using 
the originally transmitted parity bits. The correction of a 
greater number of transmission errors, using the retrans- 
mitted parity bits, decreases or possibly eliminates the 
necessity that large numbers of information bits be re- 

15 transmitted by ARQ because the detected transmission 
errors could not be corrected by FEC using only the orig- 
inally transmitted parity bits. 

In step 210, the processor 36 performs CRC over 
time on each word of a transmission block that is com- 

20 prised of information symbols. CRC over time is per- 
formed, utilizing the respective horizontal parity symbols 
of these words, to detect whether any information symbol 
in the transmission block is mapped with information bits 
that are received in error at the transceiver 30. The proc- 

25 essor 36 records in the memory 38 data concerning 
whether any information symbol is in error in the trans- 
mission block, and data concerning which words, if any, 
of the transmission block contain an information symbol 
in error. 

30 Then in step 220, the processor 36 determines from 
the memory 38 whether any information symbol in the 
transmission block is in error. The processor 36 performs 
step 240 if the data in memory 38 indicates that at least 
one information symbol is detected in error for the trans- 

35 mission block. If the data in memory 38 indicates that no 
errors are detected in step 210, the processor 36 pro- 
ceeds to perform step 230. 

Step 230 is comprised of substeps 230A through 
230F, as shown in FIG. 3C. As explained below, a con- 

40 tinuous record of the transmission errors that are detect- 
ed in any of the plurality of frequency channels during 
the course of processing transmission blocks in the proc- 
ess 200 is stored in the memory 38 by the processor 36 
as a plurality of respective running sums. The processor 

45 36 in step 230 uses the data represented by the plurality 
of running sums to determine which of the frequency 
channels, called working channels, are presently not ex- 
periencing transmission errors and therefore are useful 
for transmitting data bits. The processor 36 indicates the 

so results of its determination to the transceiver 20 as part 
of step 230. In other words, the processor 36 determines 
from the memory 38 which, if any, of the frequency chan- 
nels is currently experiencing multipath fading errors, 
and indicates to the transceiver 20 which frequency 

55 channels should no longer be used for data bit transmis- 
sion. 

The transceiver 30, therefore, uses the data repre- 
sented in the running sums to control the frequency 
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channels al which the transceiver 20 transmits informa- 
tion bits and parity checking bits to the transceiver 30. 
The working frequency channels in step 230 are updated 
after a transmission block is completely processed, in 
other words, is received error free or is correctable by s 
FEC, according to this invention. 

The processor 36 operates in the following manner 
to perform the above described functions associated 
with step 230. In substep 230A, the processor 36 decre- 
ments each running sum in the memory 36 by a prede- 
termined decrementing parameter, 0, as long as a par- 
ticular running sum is positive. The decrementing param- 
eter D is suitably set equal to a value which accounts for 
the passage of time during the processing of a transmis- 
sion block Alternatively, the decrementing parameter D 
may be utilized for decrementing the plurality running 
sums only at a first predetermined time interval as set by 
the user. 

As explained below in greater detail with reference 
to steps 270, 330 and 395 of the process 200, the running 
sum for a particular frequency channel is incremented 
accordingly when a transmission error is detected at that 
frequency channel. In this invention, the values of the 
running sums are preferably always non-negative. The 
frequency channels with the lowest running sums are 
those having the lowest likelihood of experiencing trans- 
mission errors. The decrementing of the running sums 
in step 230A provides that the running sums represent 
a current record of the transmission errors which are de- 
tected during the course of processing transmission 
blocks. 

In substep 230B, the processor 36 suitably catego- 
rizes all the N frequency channels that are used for data 
bit transmission in a transmission block according to their 
respective running sums. The processor 36 determines 
whether any of the plurality of the running sums in the 
memory 38 is equal to or greater than a first threshold 
value T-, which may be set by the user. If the running sum 
is equal to or greater than T A , then the frequency channel 
is designated as not useful for the transmission of data 
bits because of the high likelihood that transmission er- 
rors will occur. The processor 36 accordingly stores the 
outcome of this determination as data in the memory 38. 

The processor 36 then determines whether any of 
the plurality of running sums in the memory 38 is equal 
to a value less than a second threshold value T 2 which 
may be set by the user If the running sum is less than 
T 2 , the respective frequency channel is designated a 
working frequency channel because there is a low like- 
lihood that transmission errors will occur at that frequen- 
cy channel. The processor 36 accordingly stores the out- 
come of this determination as data in the memory 38. 

The number of working frequency channels which 
may be designated for transmitting information bits and 
horizontal parity bits, and the number of frequency chan- 
nels that may be designated as not working or shut-off 
channels, for which data bits are not indicated for trans- 
mission, is defined in terms of the data stored in the 



memory 38 concerning the values of the running sums 
with respect to the first and second threshold values The 
number of working frequency channels is used for deter- 
mining which, if any, of the frequency channels should 
be allocated for the transmission of horizontal parity bits. 
As explained below, the number of frequency channels 
allocated for the transmission of horizontal parity bits af- 
fects the performance of FEC and CRC over time on the 
words of transmitted data bits. 

By way of example, a ratio H/(H +■ I) may be used 
for determining which of the working frequency channels 
are allocated to the transmission of horizontal parity bits 
for the transmission of a transmission block, or the 
re-transmission of bits for correcting a transmission 
block as a retransmission block, as explained in further 
detail below concerning steps 290 and 390. It is to be 
understood, however, that other suitable relationships 
may be used to allocate some of the working frequency 
channels to the transmission of horizontal parity bits. 

In this example, I is equal to the number of frequency 
channels, FC,, that are to be allocated to the transmis- 
sion of information bits. H is equal to the number of fre- 
quency channels, FC H , that are to be allocated to the 
transmission of horizontal parity bits. The selected FC, 
and FC H are those working frequency channels having 
the best running sums, in other words, the lowest running 
sums. 

The processor 36 is programmed to perform an al- 
gorithm in substep 230B that results in the calculation of 
the values of H and I. First, the processor 36 would at- 
tempt to set the ratio H/(H + I) as close as possible to r, 
where r is a function of the running sums of each of the 
frequency channels. For example, r may be set equal to 
the sum of the running sums of the non-failing frequency 
channels, S, divided by the product of the number of fre- 
quency channels which were used for the transmission 
of information bits in the previous data transmission, l\ 
and T 2 , or r = S/(I'*T 2 ). Therefore, in the circumstance 
where I + H is equal to two, I would be equal to one for 
all values of r. Further, if I + H is greater than two, I is 
determined by solving the inequality 



H is subsequently determined from the calculated value 
of I. 

After H and I are determined, the processor 36 would 
assign the appropriate number of working frequency 
channels for the transmission of information and horizon- 
tal parity checking bits, and accordingly store data in the 
memory 38 representative of this assignment. All work- 
ing frequency channels, of course, are used for the trans- 
mission of vertical parity bits. 

In this example, the working frequency channels are 
allocated to the transmission of information bits and hor- 
izontal parity bits. It is noted that working frequency 
channels, other than those allocated to horizontal parity 
bit transmission, may be used for retransmitting addition- 
al parity checking bits or information bits, as explained 
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below. Therefore, in steps 290 and 390, as explained be- 
low, I is equal to the number of frequency channels that 
are to be allocated for the retransmission of parity or in- 
formation bits. 

Based on the above determination, the processor 36 
in substep 230C transmits an acknowledgement to the 
transceiver 20. The acknowledgement indicates those 
frequence channels, if any, that are allocated for the 
transmission of information bits and horizontal parity bits. 
The transceiver 20, in response to the acknowledge- 
ment, transmits data bits at the appropriately indicated 
working frequency channels. In other words, the trans- 
ceiver 20 uses the information transmitted in the ac- 
knowledgement to control the frequency channels at 
which it continues to transmit data bits until a new ac- 
knowledgement concerning working frequency channels 
is received. 

The acknowledgement is ordinarily transmitted after 
the processing of every transmission block : after the 
processing of multiple transmission blocks, or at prede- 
termined intervals set by the user. If the transceiver 20 
does not receive this acknowledgement within a second 
predetermined interval, as set by the user, the transceiv- 
er 20 begins to transmit periodically sequences of polling 
signals on all frequency channels to the transceiver 30. 
In the case where the acknowledgement indicates that 
there was only one working frequency channel, the 
transceiver 20 transmits polling sequences on all shut-off 
channels. 

In substep 230D, the processor 36 determines 
whether the transceiver 20 is transmitting polling se- 
quences. If no polling sequences are detected within a 
third predetermined interval, as set by the user, after the 
transceiver 30 transmits the acknowledgement, the 
processor 36 proceeds to step 235. In this circumstance, 
the transceiver 20 has received an acknowledgement in- 
dicating that at least two frequency channels are working 
frequency channels that may be used for data bit trans- 
mission. 

If polling sequences are detected in substep 230D, 
the processor 36 in substep 230E begins processing the 
polling sequence using well known techniques. If in sub- 
step 230F the processor 36 determines from the results 
of the processing of the polling sequence that at least 
two frequency channels are working, the processor 36 
reestablishes the communication link with the transceiv- 
er 20 using well-known handshaking methods. In addi- 
tion, the processor 36 resets the running sums for the 
working frequency channels to zero and the running 
sums for other frequency channels to a value that is high- 
er than the second threshold value. The processor 36 
then proceeds to perform step 235 after performing sub- 
steps 230B, 230C and 230D as described above. 

On the other hand, if the processor 36 determines 
in substep 230F from the results of the processing of the 
polling sequences determined in substep 230E that 
there are less than two frequency channels working, it 
then proceeds to substep 230E and continues to process 



the polling sequences that are being transmitted. The 
processor 36, thus, continues to perform substeps 230E 
and 230F until at least two frequency channels are de- 
termined to be working. 

5 In step 235, the processor 36 attempts to retrieve 

the next transmission block of channel symbols that is 
received and stored in the memory 38. The data bits for 
this next transmission block are transmitted according to 
the determination of working and shut-off frequency 

10 channels in step 230. If any such transmission block is 
stored in memory 38 within a fourth predetermined inter- 
val, the processor 36 starts to process it from step 210. 
The fourth predetermined interval is also suitably set by 
the user. 

is In the event a transmission block is not stored in the 
memory 38 within the fourth interval, the processor 36 
then performs step 230. The steps 230 and 235 are re- 
peatedly performed by the processor 36 until a transmis- 
sion block is received and stored at the transceiver 30. 
20 in step 240, the processor 36 performs CRC over 
frequency on the channel symbols in the transmission 
block to identify any frequency channel in the transmis- 
sion block that has a transmission error. As is well known 
in the art, CRC over frequency is performed on the chan- 
ts nel symbols at a specific frequency channel in a block of 
words by using the vertical parity bits which are mapped 
into the vertical parity symbols at that specific frequency 
channel. The processor 36 accordingly records in the 
memory 38 data concerning any frequency channel in 
30 the transmission block which is detected as having an 
information symbol or a horizontal parity symbol in error. 

After performing step 240, the processor 36 in step 
250 then determines whether the total number of fre- 
quency channels detected in error in the transmission 
^5 block exceeds the largest number of frequency chan- 
nels, which have a transmission error in the transmission 
block, that is correctable by FEC using the horizontal par- 
ity symbols transmitted for the words of the transmission 
block. For ease of reference, the number of correctable 
^0 erasures for a block of words, such as a transmission 
block, defines the largest number of frequency channels 
in the block, which are detected as having a transmission 
error by the performance of the CRC over time and fre- 
quency, that are correctable by FEC. Further, a frequen- 
ts cy channel in the block at which a transmission error is 
detected is called a failing frequency channel. 

The number of correctable erasures for any word in 
a block of words depends on the particular parity code 
used for transmitting the horizontal parity bits for that 
50 block. At most, for the words of a transmission block, the 
number of correctable erasures is equal to the number 
of horizontal parity symbols or the number of frequency 
channels allocated to horizontal parity bit transmission. 
Therefore, the fewer number of horizontal parity symbols 
55 available for performing FEC, the fewer number of infor- 
mation symbols in error that are correctable by FEC. 

If the number of failing frequency channels in the 
transmission block does not exceed the number of cor- 
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rectable erasures, the processor 36 in step 260 uses the 
data stored in the memory 38, obtained from the perform- 
ance of CRC over time and frequency on the transmis- 
sion block, to perform FEC on each word in the trans- 
mission block that the processor 36 detected as having $ 
an information symbol in error. FEC is performed in step 
260 to correct all information symbols in error in the 
transmission block, because the data stored in the mem- 
ory 38 is sufficient for the processor 36 to identify spe- 
cifically any channel symbol in error in the transmission 
block. 

After FEC is performed in step 260, the processor 
36 then performs 270. In step 270, for each information 
symbol at a particular frequency channel that is correct- 
ed by FEC in step 260, the processor 36, by a value of 
one, increments the running sum value in the memory 
38 that corresponds to that particular frequency channel. 
Also, for each horizontal parity symbol at any frequency 
channel that may be identified as in error, the running 
sum value in the memory 38 that corresponds to that par- 
ticular frequency channel is incremented by a value of 
one. In other words, the processor 36 updates the run- 
ning sums in the memory 38 as to the errors that are 
occurring at the particular frequency channels, tt is to be 
understood, however, that the running sums may be in- 
cremented by other suitable values that provide for main- 
taining a continuous record ol transmission errors. The 
processor 36 then performs step 230. 

On the other hand, if the processor 36 determines 
in step 250 that the number of failing frequency channels 
in the transmission block exceeds the number of correct- 
able erasures, the processor 36 then performs step 290. 
In this case, the data in the memory 38 obtained from 
the performance of CRC over time and frequency on the 
transmission block does not allow for the identification of 
which frequency channels contain information symbols 
in error in the words of the transmission block that were 
detected as having transmission errors. This inability oc- 
curs because the number of failing frequency channels 
in the transmission block exceeds the number of correct- 
able erasures. 

At this point, several terms and concepts are defined 
to provide a background for an understanding of steps 
290 and 300 of the process 200. A block under evalua- 
tion is defined as that block of words that is formed from 
some or all of the words that comprise the transmission 
block for which additional vertical parity bits, called par- 
tial vertical parity bits, are requested for retransmission 
in step 290. The partial vertical parity bits requested for 
a particular block under evaluation are those that enable 
the processor 36 in step 300 to subdivide that block un- 
der evaluation into blocks called error subblocks. An er- 
ror subblock is comprised of a subset of the plurality of 
words that comprise the particular block under evalua- 
tion. The specific partial vertical parity bits that are re- 
quested for retransmission enable the processor 36 to 
determine, by performing CRC over frequency on the 
block under evaluation using these partial vertical parity 



bits, whether those frequency channels of the block un- 
der evaluation, which were detected as having an infor- 
mation symbol error, also have an information symbol in 
error in an error subblock subdivided from the block un- 
der evaluation. In other words, CRC over frequency is 
performed on the error subblocks defined from the block 
under evaluation at the frequency channels of the block 
under evaluation that were allocated to the transmission 
of information bits and were determined to have trans- 
mission errors. 

An ARQ/FEC iteration commences each time the 
processor 36 performs step 290 on the words of a spe- 
cific transmission block. The processor 36 always per- 
forms the first ARQ/FEC iteration on the transmission 
block itself, such that the transmission block is the first 
block under evaluation. As explained in detail below, step 
290 may be performed a number of times for a specific 
transmission block. The processor 36 stores in the mem- 
ory 38 data representative of the number of ARQ/FEC 
iterations performed for a specific transmission block. 
The memory 38 is updated and incremented accordingly 
by the processor 36 each time that the processor 36 per- 
forms step 290 for a specific transmission block. 

In step 290, for the first ARQ/FEC iteration, the proc- 
essor 36 transmits a request to the transceiver 20 that 
the transceiver 20 retransmit partial vertical parity bits for 
performing CRC over frequency on the failing frequency 
channels of the transmission block. The transceiver 20 
processes this request using conventional techniques, 
and then retransmits to the transceiver 30 partial vertical 
parity bits, respectively, for each failing frequency chan- 
nel in the transmission block. The process steps per- 
formed to obtain the retransmission of data bits are ex- 
plained in greater detail below. 

For the process 200, each time that the processor 
36 requests that the transceiver 20 retransmit bits, either 
as partial vertical parity bits in step 290 or, as explained 
below, as the information bits in the words of an error 
subblock in step 390, the processor 36 must determine 
whether the retransmitted bits have been correctly trans- 
mitted. A correct retransmission is a retransmission that 
is error free or one for which any transmission error that 
is detected as occurring in the retransmitted bits during 
the retransmission is correctable by FEC using the hor- 
izontal parity bits that are transmitted along with the re- 
transmitted bits. This retransmission and error checking 
procedure is shown in FIG. 3D as the process 400, and 
is necessarily performed as part of step 290 and step 
390. 

In step 410, the processor 36 transmits a request 
signal to the transceiver 20 requesting that specific bits 
be retransmitted to the transceiver 30> and indicating the 
working frequency channels upon which the transmis- 
sion is to occur. The requested bits are mapped for re- 
transmission on the working frequency channels using 
well known techniques, such that the requested bits are 
accordingly retransmitted as a retransmitted block of 
words comprised of retransmitted bits and horizontal and 
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vertical parity bits. These words may be stored at the 
transceiver 30 as a matrix of rows of words in a retrans- 
mission block in the same manner as the words which 
are transmitted as a transmission block. The horizontal 
and vertical parity bits, which are mapped in the retrans- 
mission block as horizontal and vertical parity symbols 
by the processor 36, are used for detecting and then cor- 
recting by FEG the transmission errors that are detected 
in any channel symbol in the retransmitted block that is 
mapped with the retransmitted bits, called a retransmit- 
ted bit symbol, such as, for example, the partial vertical 
parity bits requested for retransmission in step 290. 

The processor 36 in step 420 then performs CRC 
over time on the words in the retransmitted block, and 
stores data concerning this result in the memory 38. In 
step 430, the processor 36 then determines whether any 
channel symbol in the retransmitted block is in error. If 
none is in error, the processor 36 in step 450 then pro- 
ceeds to the step of the process 200 that follows the step 
of the process 200 at which the retransmission and 
checking process 400 was invoked. 

On the other hand, if the processor 36 in step 430 
determines that any channel symbol is in error in the re- 
transmitted block, it then performs in step 440 CRC over 
frequency on the frequency channels in the retransmit- 
ted block. The processor 36 then stores data concerning 
this result in the memory 38. 

After step 440, the processor 36 in step 460 deter- 
mines whether the number of failing frequency channels 
in the retransmitted block exceeds the number of cor- 
rectable erasures. In the case where the number of fail- 
ing frequency channels in the retransmitted block does 
not exceed the number of correctable erasures, the proc- 
essor 36 in step 470 performs F EC on the words of the 
retransmitted block having a retransmitted bit symbol in 
error. After step 470, the processor then performs step 
450. 

On the other hand, where the number of failing fre- 
quency channels in the retransmitted block exceeds the 
number of correctable erasures for the retransmitted 
block, the processor 36 then performs step 480. In step 
480, the processor 36 transmits a request to the trans- 
ceiver 20 that the transceiver 20 retransmit the request- 
ed bits on all available frequency channels. The proces- 
sor 36 then performs step 420. In other words, steps 420 
through 480 are performed until the retransmission block 
is correctly transmitted. 

Alternatively, step 480 may involve continuous re- 
quests for transmission of the retransmission block, 
where the processor 36 requests that the transceiver 20 
use a lower rate vertical parity code, such as 1/2, 1/3, 
1/4, etc., as is well known in the art, for subsequent re- 
quests for retransmissions in order to increase the like- 
lihood that retransmitted bits are correctly retransmitted. 
The processor 36 may continue the transmission of the 
retransmitted bits as a retransmission block for only a 
predetermined number of times, after which, if a retrans- 
mission block is not correctly received, the processor 36 
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performs a time-out process 600, as shown in FIG. 3E: 
For purposes of describing this invention, the time-out 
process 600 is performed in step 480, if necessary, in 
the course of processing a transmission block using the 
s process 200. 

The process 600 may comprise any suitable method 
for determining when at least two frequency channels 
are working in a multitone transmission system. The cir- 
cumstance that less than two frequency channels are 
available for the transmission of data bits commonly oc- 
curs as a result of multipath fading. The performance of 
process 600 effectively delays the retransmission of 
words of data bits in step 290, and in step 390, until at 
least two frequency channels can be declared as work- 
ing. 

The process 600 is comprised of steps 610 through 
640. The processor 36 in step 610 switches to idle mode 
and transmits a time-out signal to the transceiver 20 that 
indicates that it has switched into idle mode. As ex- 
plained above with reference to step 230, ordinarily, 
when there are at least two working frequency channels 
available, the transceiver 30 continually transmits ac- 
knowledgement signals to the transceiver 20 to indicate 
that processing of the transmitted data bits is proceed- 
ing. If the transceiver 20 receives the time-out or does 
not receive the time-out signal or an acknowledgement 
within a predetermined interval set by the user as a result 
of multipath interference errors, the transceiver 20 starts 
to transmit to the transceiver 30 a plurality of polling se- 
quences as described above. 

In step 620, the processor 36 processes any of the 
polling sequences that are received by the transceiver 
30 in the same manner as in substep 230E of the step 
230. If, in step 630, the processor 36 determines from 
the polling sequences that at least two frequency chan- 
nels are working, the processor 36 performs step 640. 

In step 640, the processor 36 switches out of idle 
mode, and transmits a time-out acknowledgement to the 
transceiver 20 that indicates the working frequency 
channels at which data bits may be retransmitted. The 
running sums for the frequency channels are then suit- 
ably updated to indicate which frequency channels are 
currently working and which are shut-off. The running 
sum for a working channel is preferably set to a value at 
the midpoint between T A and T 2 , and the running sum 
for a shut-off channel is preferably set to a value greater 
than T 2 . 

After the time-out acknowledgment is transmitted, 
the processor 36 proceeds to step 480 of the process 
400 and requests the retransmission of the bits at the 
respective working channels. For purposes of this de- 
scription, the working frequency channels are allocated 
to the transmission of horizontal parity bits in the same 
manner as described above for step 230. It is to be un- 
derstood, however, that other suitable methods for allo- 
cating working frequency channels to horizontal parity 
bit transmission also may be utilized. 

On the other hand, if the processor 36 in step 630 
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determines that the results of processing on the polling 
sequences do not indicate that there are at least two 
working frequency channels, the processor 36 then per- 
forms step 620. The processor 36, therefore, continues 
to perform steps 620 and 630 until at least two frequency 
channels can be declared as working frequency chan- 
nels. The performance of the process 400 relative to step 
290 of the process 200, thus, continues until the point 
where the retransmission block is received correctly. 

In step 300, the processor 36 utilizes the retransmit- 
ted partial vertical parity bits to subdivide the transmis- 
sion block, as the block under evaluation in the first 
ARQ/FEC iteration, into vertical error subblocks. The 
transmission block is subdivided because the retransmit- 
ted partial vertical parity bits contain information that en- 
ables the processor 36 to perform CRC over frequency 
at specific frequency channels on subsets of the plurality 
of words that comprise the transmission block. Using 
well known techniques, the processor 36 stores data in 
the memory 38 concerning the performance of step 300 
on the error subblocks defined from the block under eval- 
uation. 

The partial vertical parity bits requested for retrans- 
mission are, preferably, used to subdivide the block un- 
der evaluation into a first error subblock and a second 
error subblock. For the first ARQ/FEC iteration, the par- 
tial vertical parity bits retransmitted provide information 
for the subdivision of only that portion of the transmission 
block that comprises the words that include information 
symbols. As explained below, for subsequent ARQ/FEC 
iterations, the partial vertical parity bits requested for re- 
transmission may be used for subdividing the block un- 
der evaluation in any suitable fashion because all of the 
words in these blocks under evaluation are comprised of 
information symbols. 

The transceiver 30 sends the row and column indi- 
ces of the block under evaluation to identify the groups 
of words that are to be subdivided from the block under 
evaluation. The transceiver 20 preferably transmits, for 
each failing frequency channel in the block under evalu- 
ation, a first and a second set of partial vertical parity bits 
for performing CRC over frequency on the block under 
evaluation. For example, in the first ARQ/FEC iteration, 
the first set of partial vertical parity bits retransmitted is 
used for performing CRC over frequency on a subset of 
the words in the transmission block that define the first 
error subblock. The first error subblock is suitably com- 
prised of the consecutive rows of the transmission block, 
starting from the top row and continuing consecutively 
downward, row-by-row, up to and including the row that 
allows subdivision of the transmission block approxi- 
mately in half with respect to the rows of words that are 
comprised of information symbols. The second set of 
partial vertical parity bits is retransmitted for each failing 
frequency channel in the transmission block for perform- 
ing CRC over frequency on the remaining words in the 
transmission block, and defining the second error sub- 
block in step 300 The second error subblock is suitably 



comprised of the consecutive rows of the transmission 
block, starting from the row subsequent to the bottom 
row in the first error subblock. Alternative methods for 
subdivision are also possible, such as, for example, sub- 

s division of the block under evaluation into more than two 
vertical subblocks. 

After performing step 300, the processor 36 in step 
310 determines, for any of the error subblocks defined 
in step 300, whether the number of frequency channels 

10 having a channel symbol in error exceeds the number of 
correctable erasures. If the number of failing frequency 
channels in the error subblock exceeds the number of 
correctable erasures, the processor 36 proceeds to step 
340. If the number of failing frequency channels in the 

15 error subblock does not exceed the number of correcta- 
ble erasures, the processor 36 then in step 320 performs 
FEC on the words in the error subblock that contain er- 
roneous information symbols. Step 320 is performed by 
the processor 36 in a manner similar to that of step 260 

20 as described above. 

The performance of CRC over frequency on the 
smaller set of words in an error subblock is advanta- 
geous. The smaller number of words in the error sub- 
block increases the likelihood that the number of fre- 

2S quency channels detected as having an information 
symbol in error, by the performance of CRC over fre- 
quency on the error subblock, does not exceed the 
number of correctable erasures. For instance, the data 
stored in memory 38 concerning the performance of 

30 CRC over time and frequency on the words that are con- 
tained in the error subblocks may allow for the identifi- 
cation of the frequency channels containing information 
symbols in error for particular words in the error sub- 
block. These identified errors would not be greater than 

35 the number of correctable erasures for the words of the 
error subblock. Thus, the transmission errors in the error 
subblock would be correctable by FEC. 

After the information symbols in error for the error 
subblock are corrected by FEC in step 320. the proces- 

40 sor 36 in step 330 updates the memory 38 concerning 
the failing frequency channels. Step 330 is performed by 
the processor 36 in a manner similar to that of step 270 
described above. 

The processor 36, then, in step 340 determines 

45 whether any of the error subblocks defined in step 300 
during the current ARQ/FEC iteration has not been eval- 
uated pursuant to step 310. If such an error subblock ex- 
ists, the processor 36 then performs step 310 along with 
step 320 and step 330, if possible, on that error subblock. 

so For purposes of this invention, the order in which the 
processor 36 performs step 310 on the error subblocks 
defined in step 300 during an ARQ/FEC iteration is un- 
important. When the processor 36 in step 340 deter- 
mines that all error subblocks defined during the current 

55 ARQ/FEC iteration have been evaluated, the processor 
36 then proceeds to perform step 350. 

In step 350, the processor 36 determines whether 
any of the error subblocks defined in step 300 during the 
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current ARQ/FEC iteration could not be corrected by 
FEC, in other words, whether at least one error subblock 
defined during the current ARQ/FEC iteration has more 
failing frequency channels than the number of correcta- 
ble erasures. If all the error subbtocks defined during the 
current ARQ/FEC iteration have undergone FEC, the 
processor 36 then performs step 230. 

On the other hand, if the processor 36 determines 
that at least one error subblock defined in step 300 during 
the current ARQ/FEC iteration could not be corrected by 
FEC, the processor performs step 360. In step 360, the 
processor 36 determines whether the number of 
ARQ/FEC iterations performed at that point in the 
ARQ/FEC process 200 for a specific transmission block 
is equal to an iteration limit, Z_, which limits the number 
of ARQ/FEC iterations to be performed on a specific 
transmission block. The iteration limit L may suitably be 
pre-set in the memory 38 or changed by using a suitable 
handshaking operation between the transceiver 20 and 
the transceiver 30. The limit L is preferably set to a value 
that maximizes the efficiency of the ARQ/FEC technique 
with respect to the performance of ARQ on words of the 
transmission block that are not correctable by FEC, and 
is preferably equal to three for a transmission block ap- 
proximately 256 words in length and having data trans- 
mitted over sixteen frequency channels. As a result, the 
retransmission of additional partial vertical parity bits for 
a specific transmission block is not requested where the 
performance of ARQ on a group of words of a transmis- 
sion block is a more efficient method of obtaining a cor- 
rect transmission of information bits. 

When the processor 36 in step 360 determines that 
the number of ARQ/FEC iterations that have been per- 
formed is equal to the iteration limit, it then proceeds to 
step 365. In step 365, the processor 36 accordingly re- 
sets the data in the memory 38 that represents the 
number of ARQ/FEC iterations performed to provide for 
the performance of the ARQ/FEC process 200 on anoth- 
er transmission block, and then proceeds to step 390. 

On the other hand, if the number of ARQ/FEC iter- 
ations is less than the iteration limit, the processor 36 in 
step 363 accordingly increments the ARQ/FEC iteration 
count in the memory 38 and then proceeds to step 290. 

For instance, the second time that the processor 36 
performs step 290 for a specific transmission block con- 
stitutes the performance of a second ARQ/FEC iteration. 
Any error subblock which was defined from the transmis- 
sion block and could not be corrected by FEC in the first 
ARQ/FEC iteration becomes a block under evaluation for 
purposes of the performance of step 290. It is possible, 
for instance, that all of the error subblocks defined in the 
first ARQ/FEC iteration are blocks under evaluation in 
the second ARQ/FEC iteration. The processor 36 re- 
quests the retransmission of additional partial vertical 
parity bits for any block under evaluation defined for the 
performance of the second ARQ/FEC iteration. The par- 
tial vertical parity bits transmitted in step 290 in the sec- 
ond ARQ/FEC iteration are transmitted in the same man- 



ner and are of the same form as those transmitted in step 
290 in the first ARQ/FEC iteration. 

The processor 36 then performs CRC over frequen- 
cy in step 300, using the respective retransmitted partial 
5 vertical parity bits, on any block under evaluation defined 
for the second ARQ/FEC iteration. Any such block under 
evaluation is further subdivided into error subblocks in 
the same manner as described above for the first 
ARQ/FEC iteration. The error subblocks defined in the 
10 second ARQ/FEC iteration in step 300 are then evaluat- 
ed in steps 31 0 through 350 in the same manner as those 
error subblocks defined in the first ARQ/FEC iteration. If 
any error subblock defined in the second ARQ/FEC iter- 
ation cannot be corrected by FEC, additional ARQ/FEC 
is iterations are performed on these error subblocks in the 
same manner as that performed during the second 
ARQ/FEC iteration. The performance of ARQ/FEC iter- 
ations continues until the ARQ/FEC iteration limit is 
reached for a specific transmission block. 
20 Thus, each time step 290 is performed after the com- 
pletion of the first ARQ/FEC iteration, additional partial 
vertical parity bits for the failing frequency channels of 
each error subblock not correctable by FEC in the pre- 
vious ARQ/FEC iteration are requested for retransmis- 
2S sion. These additional partial vertical parity bits are uti- 
lized for further subdividing the error subblocks not cor- 
rectable by FEC in the previous iteration. This iterative 
process reduces the number of words upon which CRC 
over frequency is performed. Consequently, the likeli- 
30 hood increases that the number of failing frequency 
channels in an error subblock does not exceed the 
number of correctable erasures. Thus, a greater likeli- 
hood that FEC will be performed on the words having 
information symbols in error in a transmission block ex- 
35 jsts because there is sufficient data in the memory 38 for 
identifying the frequency channels containing these er- 
rors. The necessity of retransmissions of large numbers 
of information bits by ARQ, therefore, decreases. 

After the ARQ/FEC iteration limit is reset in step 365 
40 in the circumstance where some words of the transmis- 
sion block still have not been corrected, the processor 
36 in step 390 requests the transmitter to retransmit the 
information bits of the words in any error subblock that 
could not be corrected by FEC. The request for retrans- 
45 mission of information bits is performed according to the 
process 400 in the same manner as described above 
with respect to the retransmission of partial vertical parity 
bits in step 290. 

After performing step 390, the processor 36 in step 
so 395 updates the failing frequency channels for the re- 
transmitted error subblocks, only if the processor 36 did 
not perform the time-out process 600 as part of step 390. 
The processor 36 increments the running sums for the 
frequency channels determined to have errors in the er- 
ss ror subblocks by a value J for each error subblock for 
which ARQ retransmission occurred, where J is prefer- 
ably equal to the vertical size of the error subblock, in 
other words, the number of words in the error subblock. 
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The processor 36 then performs step 230. 

By way of example, the adaptive ARQ/FEC process 
200 is performed on a transmission block 500, shown in 
FIG. 4, as transmitted in the system 10, to highlight the 
advantages of this invention. 

The block 500 is comprised of words 570! through 
570 2 52. which are received consecutively at the trans- 
ceiver 30. The words 570^ through 570 252 are arranged 
as rows, from top to bottom, starting from the word 570! , 
to correspond to the order that words would be received 
at the transceiver 30. The words 570! through 570 252 
are comprised of information bits and horizontal parity 
bits. 

Frequency channels 580! through 580, 6 comprise 
the frequency channels at which the data bits are trans- 
mitted in the block 500. These frequency channels are 
arranged consecutively as columns in the words of the 
block 500, from left to right, starting from the frequency 
channel 580! . For the words 570i through 570 252 , the 
frequency channels 580! 3 through 580, 6 are comprised 
of horizontal parity symbols mapped with horizontal par- 
ity bits, and frequency channels 580i through 580i 2 are 
comprised of information symbols mapped with informa- 
tion bits. 

The block 500 further comprises vertical parity 
words 570 253 through 570 256 . These vertical parity 
words are comprised exclusively of vertical parity sym- 
bols at the frequency channels 580! through 580! 6 . The 
vertical parity symbols are arranged consecutively, from 
left to right, as columns in the vertical parity words 570 25 3 
through 570 256 , starting from the frequency channel 
580!. 

For the sake of example, it is assumed that the in- 
formation bits transmitted at frequency channels 580 7 , 
580 8; 580 9 and 580! 0 of tne words 570 20 through 570! 20> 
and the information bits transmitted at frequency chan- 
nels 580! , 580 2 , 580 3 .. 580 4 and 580 5 of the words 
570! 30 through 570 2 io would be transmitted in error to 
the transceiver 30. This transmission error is shown in 
Fig. 4, and in other related figures, as a corresponding 
channel symbol that is demarcated by cross-hatching. 
These select transmission errors in the block 500 repre- 
sent the phenomenon of multipath fading, in other words, 
the occurrence of transmission errors at a multitude of 
frequency channels over extended periods of time. 

The processor 36 in step 210 would perform CRC 
over time on the information symbols in frequency chan- 
nels 580! through 580! 2 for tne words 570 1 through 
570 252 . Since at least one information symbol is in error 
for the block 500, the processor 36 would then proceed 
to step 240 and perform CRC over frequency on the 
channel symbols in frequency channels 580! through 
580! 6 , using the vertical parity bits in the vertical parity 
words 570 253 through 57 0 256 . The processor 36 would 
determine that an information symbol is in error in fre- 
quency channels 580!, 580 2 , 580 3 , 580 4 and 580 5 and 
in frequency channels 580^, 580 8> 580 9 and 580 10 , in 
other words, that there are nine failing frequency chan- 



nels. 

Since the number of failing frequency channels ex- 
ceeds the number of correctable erasures, four, FEC 
cannot be performed on the words in the block 500. The 

s ARQ/FEC process 200 provides a technique to avoid 
having to resort to ARQ at this point. The processor 36 
would perform step 290 and request, as part of a first 
ARQ/FEC iteration, the retransmission of partial vertical 
parity bits for frequency channels 580! through 580 5 and 

10 frequency channels 580 7 through 580 10 , because an in- 
formation symbol at these frequency channels would 
have been detected in error in step 240. These partial 
vertical parity bits would be used by the processor 36 for 
performing CRC over frequency on frequency channels 

is 580! , 580 2 , 580 3 , 580 4 , 580 6 , 580 7 , 580 8 , 580 9 and 
580! 0 . For the sake of this example, it is assumed that 
the data in memory 38 initially indicates that the frequen- 
cy channels 580, through 580! 6 are working channels, 
and that the retransmitted block of data bits including the 

20 partial vertical parity bits is retransmitted correctly pur- 
suant to the retransmission process 400 that is per- 
formed as part of steps 290 and 390 of the process 200. 

The performance of CRC over frequency in step 300 
on the words of the block 500, using the retransmitted 

25 partial vertical parity bits for the first ARQ/FEC iteration, 
would provide for the subdivision of the block 500, as the 
block under evaluation, into an error subblock 510 and 
an error subblock 520. The error subblock 510 and the 
error subblock 520 are shown, respectively, in FIGS. 4A 

30 and 4B. The error subblock 510 is comprised of the 
words 570i through 570! 28 , and the error subblock 520 
is comprised of the words 570! 29 through 570 252 . The 
processor 36 stores data in the memory 38 that is ob- 
tained as a result of the performance of CRC over fre- 

35 quency on the error subblocks 510 and 520 using the 
retransmitted partial vertical parity bits. 

The processor 36 would then determine in step 310 
that there are four failing frequency channels in the error 
subblock 510, and therefore proceed to perform step 

40 320. In step 320, the processor 38 would perform FEC 
on the words 570 20 through 570 100 of the error subblock 
510 using the respective horizontal parity symbols in fre- 
quency channels 580i 3 , 580 14 , 580 15 and 580 16 to cor- 
rect the errors in the information symbols at frequency 

45 channels 580 7 though 580i 0 . For instance, the horizon- 
tat parity symbols in the frequency channels 580! 3 , 
580 14 , 580! 5 and 580 16 of the word 570 20 would be used 
to correct the errors in the information symbols in the fre- 
quency channels 580 7 , 580 8 , 580 9 and 580! 0 of the word 

50 570 20 Thus, the words in the subblock 51 0 are corrected 
by the retransmission of a small number of parity bits. At 
this point, the performance of the process 200 has ac- 
complished the result that the entire block 500 need not 
be retransmitted by ARQ to obtain a correct transmis- 

55 sion. 

After correcting all the words in the error subblock 
510 that have information symbols in error, the processor 
36 would then in step 320 update the running sums in 
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the memory 38 to indicate that the frequency channels 
580 7: 580 e , 580 9 and 580 10 have been failing for 
eighty-one consecutive words. 

The processor 36 would then determine in step 340 
that the error subblock 520, as defined in step 300 during 
the first ARQ/FEC iteration for the block 500, has not yet 
been evaluated. The processor 36 would then determine 
in step 310 that the failing frequency channels for the 
error subblock 520 exceeds the number of correctable 
erasures and, therefore, proceed to step 350 after per- 
forming step 340. As both subb locks have been evalu- 
ated, the processor 36 would proceed to step 360. Al- 
though no error subblock is corrected during the perform- 
ance of the first ARQ/FEC iteration of the process 200 
on the block 500, the advantage of subdividing the trans- 
mission block into smaller blocks is evident, as the prob- 
ability of specifically identifying transmission errors in- 
creases when a smaller number of bits is evaluated. 

Returning to the example, in step 360, the processor 
36 would determine that only one ARQ/FEC iteration has 
been performed. For purposes of this example, the se- 
lected iteration limit is equal to three. Therefore, the proc- 
essor 36 would proceed to perform step 290 after incre- 
menting the ARQ/FEC iteration count to two in the mem- 
ory 38 in step 363. In step 290, the processor 36 would 
request the retransmission of partial vertical parity bits 
for failing frequency channels 580 1 through 580 5 of the 
error subblock 520. The processor 36 in step 300 would 
use these partial vertical parity bits to subdivide the error 
subblock 520 into an error subblock 530 and an error 
subblock 540, as shown in FIGS. 4C and 4D, respective- 
ly. The error subblock 530 would comprise words 570 127 
through 510 190 , and the error subblock 540 would com- 
prise words 570 191 through 570 252 . 

The processor 36 would then determine in step 310 
that the five failing frequency channels in the error sub- 
block 530 exceeds the four correctable erasures. There- 
fore, the processor 36 would perform step 340, and then 
proceed to step 310 after determining that the error sub- 
block 540 has not been evaluated. 

The processor 36 would then perform step 310 on 
the error subblock 540, and obtain the same result as 
that obtained for the error subblock 530. After performing 
step 340, the processor would proceed from step 350 to 
step 360 because the error subblock 530 and the error 
subblock 540 are not correctable by FEC. 

A third ARQ/FEC iteration would thereafter be per- 
formed. In step 290, the processor 36 would request the 
retransmission of partial vertical parity bits for failing fre- 
quency channels 580 1 through 580 5 of the error sub- 
blocks 530 and 540, the blocks under evaluation. The 
processor 36 in step 300 would use these partial vertical 
parity bits to subdivide the error subblock 530 into an er- 
ror subblock 533 and an error subblock 535, as shown 
in FIGS. 4E and 4F, respectively. The error subblock 533 
would comprise words 570 127 through 510 159 , and the 
error subblock 535 would comprise words 570 160 
through 570, QQ . In addition, the processor 36 in step 300 



would use these partial vertical parity bits to subdivide 
the error subblock 540 into an error subblock 543 and 
an error subblock 545, as shown in FIGS. 4G and 4H, 
respectively. The error subblock 543 would comprise 
5 words 570 191 through SIO^v and the error subblock 
545 would comprise words 570^2 through 570 252 . 

The processor 36 would then determine in step 310 
that the five failing frequency channels in each of the er- 
ror subblocks 533, 535 and 543 exceeds the number of 

10 correctable erasures. For the error subblock 545, the 
processor 36 would perform steps 31 0, 320 and 330, al- 
though no running sums would actually be updated as 
no frequency channels are in error in the error subblock 
545. The elimination of the words in error subblock 545 

15 as possible candidate words containing transmission er- 
rors, thus, reduces the number of bits that would have to 
otherwise be retransmitted using ARQ because they are 
not correctable by FEC. 

After all four error subblocks have been evaluated 

20 pursuant to steps 310 through 350, the processor 36 
would then proceed to step 390, because it would deter- 
mine that the ARQ/FEC limitation has been reached. In 
step 390, the processor 36 would request the retrans- 
mission of information bits for the words of error sub- 

zs blocks 533, 535 and 543 using the steps of the process 
400, as explained above, to obtain a correct retransmis- 
sion of information bits. The processor 36 would incre- 
ment the running sums for frequency channels 580 1 
through 580 5 accordingly to represent the ninety -six 

30 words for which errors were detected. The processor 36 
then in step 230 would determine new working frequency 
channels for the transmission of another transmission 
block of data bits based on the running sums updated 
during the processing of block 500. 

35 In sum, the performance of the process 200 on the 
block 500 would result in the correction of the detected 
errors in the words of subblock 510 using the retransmit- 
ted parity bits and the elimination of the need for retrans- 
mitting the information bits in the subblock 545. Thus, 

40 the performance of ARQ for the block 500 would result 
in the retransmission of fewer bits, thereby increasing the 
rate of data transmission. 

A second embodiment of the invention is now de- 
scribed with respect to the system 1 0. An option is pro- 

45 vided for the processor 36 to attempt first to perform FEC 
on the words in a transmission block that are detected 
as having an information symbol in error, before deter- 
mining whether the adaptive ARQ/FEC process 200 
should be performed on the transmission block. This em- 

so bodiment is implemented by the performance of the 
steps of the FEC-word process 100, which is shown in 
FIG. 5. After completing the process 100, the processor 
36 either begins to perform the adaptive ARQ/FEC proc- 
ess 200 starting from step 210, or attempts to process 

55 another transmission block according to the process 
100, as explained below. 

In step 110, the processor 36 determines whether 
the FEC-word process 100 is selected for performance 
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before the ARQ/FEC process 200. If the processor 36 is 
pre-programmed to perform the FEC-word process 100, 
the processor 36 performs the process 100, beginning 
with step 120, as explained in detail below. On the other 
hand, if the FEC-word process 100 is not selected, the 
processor 36 begins performing the ARQ/FEC process 
200 from step 240. In this embodiment, the processor 36 
is programmed using conventional techniques to per- 
form step 110 of the process 100 each time after it per- 
forms step 235 of the process 200. 

In step 120, the processor 36 performs CRC over 
time for the individual words in the transmission block in 
the order in which the words that contain information 
symbols are received at the transceiver 30. The proces- 
sor 36 stores data in the memory 38 concerning the re- 
sults of step 120. For example, for the block 500, CRC 
over time would be performed starting from the word 
570 1 and, continuing consecutively, through word 
570 2 52 For each word analyzed in step 1 20 : the proc- 
essor 36 in step 1 30 determines whether any of the chan- 
nel symbols in that word are received in error. If the proc- 
essor 36 determines that at least one channel symbol is 
detected in error, the processor 36 in step 140 attempts 
to perform FEC on that word. If, on the other hand, no 
channel symbol is in error for that word, then the proc- 
essor 36 performs step 180, as explained below. 

In step 140, the processor 36 attempts to perform 
FEC on a word in the transmission block that is detected 
as having at least one channel symbol in error. If the 
processor 36 in step 150 determines that the number of 
failing frequency channels in that word exceeds the 
number of correctable errors, the processor 36 proceeds 
to step 180. The number of correctable errors per word 
using horizontal parity symbols cannot exceed the larg- 
est integer less than or equal to one-half the number of 
frequency channels allocated to horizontal parity sym- 
bols for a word in the transmission block. 

On the other hand, if the processor 36 in step 1 50 
determines that the number of failing frequency channels 
in the word does not exceed the number of correctable 
errors, then the processor 36 in step 160 performs FEC 
on the information symbols in that word. The processor 
36 performs FEC using the horizontal parity symbols of 
the word to correct the errors in the information symbols 
at the individual frequency channels of that word. Then, 
in step 170 : the processor 36 updates the running sums 
in the memory 38 in the same manner as explained 
above for steps 270 and 330 of the process 200, and 
proceeds to step 180. 

The processor 36 in step 180 determines whether 
any words in the transmission block have not yet been 
evaluated. If any such word remains, the processor 36 
then performs step 120, and the subsequent steps that 
follow, on that word and any remaining words in the 
transmission block in the manner described above. 

After the processor 36 determines in step 180 that 
all words in the transmission block have been evaluated, 
the processor 36 determines in step 190 whether any 



word in the transmission block could not be corrected by 
FEC. If at least one word has not been corrected by FEC, 
the processor 36 then starts to perform the adaptive 
ARQ/FEC process 200 on the transmission block start- 
s ing from step 240. As explained above, the processor 36 
stores data in the memory 38 concerning whether step 
110 of the process 100 is to be performed prior to the 
ARQ/FEC process 200 for subsequent transmission 
blocks. 

10 if none of the words of the transmission block has 
not been correctable by FEC, the processor 36 then per- 
forms step 1 95. In step 1 95, the processor 36 determines 
which frequency channels should be used as a working 
frequency channel. Step 195 of the process 100 is per- 
15 formed in the same manner as step 230 of the process 
200. Thereafter, in step 197, the processor 36 attempts 
to retrieve the next transmission block from the memory 
38. Step 1 97 of the process 1 00 is performed in the same 
manner as step 235 of the process 200. When a subse- 
20 quent transmission block is received and stored in the 
memory 38, the processor 36 then returns to step 110. 

It is to be understood that the embodiments and var- 
iations shown and described above are illustrative of the 
principles of this invention only and that various modifi- 
es cations may be implemented by those skilled in the art 
without departing from the scope of the invention. 



Claims 

30 

1 . A method for detecting and correcting the data trans- 
mission errors that may occur during multitone 
transmission, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting over a plurality of frequency chan- 
ts nels a plurality of words comprised of (i) information 
words that comprise a plurality of information and 
horizontal parity checking bits, and (ii) vertical parity 
words that comprise a plurality of vertical parity 
checking bits; 

40 receiving from the transmitter a multitone 

transmission block comprised of said plurality of 
words; 

mapping said information bits, horizontal par- 
ity checking bits and vertical parity checking bits, 
45 respectively, as a plurality of information symbols, 
horizontal parity symbols and vertical parity symbols 
at their respective frequency channels of transmis- 
sion; 

performing cyclic redundancy checking (CRC) 
50 over time on the plurality of information words, using 
the respective plurality of horizontal parity symbols, 
to detect the presence of a transmission error in any 
of the plurality of channel symbols; 

performing CRC over frequency on the plural- 
55 jty of information words, using the plurality of vertical 
parity bits transmitted at the plurality of frequency 
channels, to detect at which of the plurality of fre- 
quency channels there is a transmission error, 
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where the performance of CRC over time on the plu- 
rality of information words detected the presence of 
a transmission error in any of the plurality of infor- 
mation words; and, 

requesting that the transmitter retransmit par- 
tial vertical parity bits for any frequency channel in 
the transmission block that is detected as having a 
transmission error, where the number of frequency 
channels detected as having a transmission error in 
the transmission block exceeds the number of fre- 
quency channels in the transmission block, which 
have a transmission error, that can be corrected by 
forward error correction (FEC). 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of: 

performing CRC over frequency on the infor- 
mation words using the retransmitted partial vertical 
parity bits to detect the frequency channels that have 
a transmission error for each of a plurality of error 
subblocks, wherein an error subblock is comprised 
of a subset of the plurality of information words of 
the transmission block and is defined from the per- 
formance of CRC over frequency on the transmis- 
sion block using the retransmitted partial vertical 
parity bits. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the partial vertical 
parity bits are requested to define a first error sub- 
block and a second error subblock 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the first error sub- 
block and the second error subblock are comprised, 
respectively, of mutually exclusive subsets of the 
plurality of information words. 

5. The method of claim 2, further comprising the step 
of: 

performing FEC on an error subblock, where 
the number of frequency channels detected as hav- 
ing a transmission error, by the performance of CRC 
over frequency on that error subblock using the 
respective retransmitted partial vertical parity bits, 
does not exceed the number of frequency channels 
in that error subblock that have a transmission error 
which can be corrected by FEC using the horizontal 
parity symbols of that error subblock. 

6. The method of claim 5 : further comprising the steps 
of: 

requesting that the transmitter retransmit par- 
tial vertical parity bits for any frequency channel of 
any error subblock which was defined as a result of 
the previous retransmission of partial vertical parity 
bits and which could not be corrected by FEC; 

performing CRC over frequency using the 
most recently retransmitted partial vertical parity bits 
on any error subblock for which partial vertical parity 



bits were most recently retransmitted to detect the 
frequency channels that have a transmission error 
in a plurality of error subblocks which are defined 
from the performance of CRC over frequency on the 
5 error subblocks for which partial vertical parity bits 

were most recently retransmitted; and, 

performing FEC on an error subblock defined 
from the most recent performance of CRC over fre- 
quency, where the number of frequency channels 
to detected as having a transmission error, by the per- 
formance of CRC over frequency on that error sub- 
block using the respective retransmitted partial ver- 
tical parity bits, does not exceed the number of fre- 
quency channels in that error subblock that have a 
is transmission error which can be corrected by FEC 
using the horizontal parity symbols of that error sub- 
block. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step 
20 of: 

repeatedly performing the steps of requesting 
partial parity bits, performing CRC over frequency 
and performing FEC on the mostly recently formed 
error subblock for a predetermined number of itera- 
2S tions. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the predetermined 
number of iterations is equal to three. 

30 9. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step 
of: requesting that the transmitter retransmit by auto- 
matic repeat request the information bits of an error 
subblock that cannot be corrected by FEC, when the 
iteration limit is reached. 

35 

10. A method for adaptively changing which frequency 
channels, of a plurality of frequency channels that 
may be used by a transmitter for the transmission 
data bits in a multitone transmission system, are to 

40 be used for the transmission of data bits during the 
course of the processing of multitone transmission 
blocks by a receiver, comprising the steps of: 

detecting the transmission errors that occur at 
each of the, plurality of frequency channels by per- 
45 forming cyclic redundancy checking over time and 
frequency on a multitone transmission block; 

storing in a memory data representative of the 
frequency channels detected in error as a plurality 
of running sums; 
so processing the values of the running sums to 

determine which, if any, of the plurality of frequency 
channels are to be used for data transmission; and, 
transmitting an acknowledgement from the 
receiver to the transmitter indicating the frequency 
55 channels to be used for data transmission. 

11. An apparatus for adaptively changing which fre- 
quency channels, of a plurality of frequency chan- 
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nets that may be used for the transmission data bits 
in a muttitone transmission system, are to be used 
by a transmitter tor the transmission of data bits dur- 
ing the course of the processing of multitone trans- 
mission blocks received by a receiver, comprising: 

a processor in said receiver to perform cyclic 
redundancy checking over time and frequency on a 
multitone transmission block in order to detect the 
transmission errors that occur at each of the plurality 
of frequency channels; 

a memory in said receiver to store data repre- 
sentative of the detected frequency channels in error 
as a plurality of running sums; 

said processor determining based on the val- 
ues of the running sums which, if any, of the plurality 
of frequency channels are to be used for data trans- 
mission; and, 

a transmission means in said receiver for 
transmitting to said transmitter an acknowledge- 
ment indicating the frequency channels to be used 
for data transmission. 

1 2. A system for detecting and correcting the data trans- 
mission errors that may occur during multitone 
transmission, comprising: 

a transmitter for transmitting over a plurality of 
frequency channels a plurality of words comprised 
of (i) information words that comprise a plurality of 
information and horizontal parity checking bits, and 
(ii) vertical parity words that comprise a plurality of 
vertical parity checking bits; 

a receiver for receiving from the transmitter a 
multitone transmission block comprised of said plu- 
rality of words; and : 

said receiver further comprising a processor, 

wherein said processor maps said infor- 
mation bits, horizontal parity checking bits and ver- 
tical parity checking bits, respectively, as a plurality 
of information symbols, horizontal parity symbols 
and vertical parity symbols at their respective fre- 
quency channels of transmission, 

wherein said processor performs cyclic 
redundancy checking (CRC) over time on the plural- 
ity of information words, using the respective plural- 
ity of horizontal parity symbols, to detect the pres- 
ence of a transmission error in any of the plurality of 
channel symbols, 

wherein said processor performs CRC 
over frequency on the plurality of information words, 
using the plurality of vertical parity bits transmitted 
at the plurality of frequency channels, to detect at 
which of the plurality of frequency channels there is 
a transmission error, where the performance of CRC 
over time on the plurality of information words 
detected the presence of a transmission error in any 
of the plurality of channel symbols, and 

wherein said processor requests that the 
transmitter retransmit partial vertical parity bits for 



any frequency channel in the transmission block that 
is detected as having a transmission error, where the 
number of frequency channels that is detected as 
having a transmission error in the transmission block 
5 exceeds the number of frequency channels in the 

transmission block, which have a transmission error, 
that can be corrected by forward error correction 
(FEC). 

10 1 3. The system of claim 1 2, wherein said processor per- 
forms CRC over frequency on the information words 
using the retransmitted partial vertical parity bits to 
detect the frequency channels that have a transmis- 
sion error in each of a plurality of error subblocks, 

is wherein each said error subblock is comprised of a 
subset of the plurality of information words of the 
transmission block and is defined from the perform- 
ance of CRC over frequency on the transmission 
block using the retransmitted partial vertical parity 

20 bits. 

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the partial vertical 
parity bits are requested to define a first error sub- 
block and a second error subblock. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the first error sub- 
block and the second error subblock are comprised, 
respectively, of mutually exclusive subsets of the 
plurality of information words. 

16. The system of claim 12, wherein the processor per- 
forms FEC on an error subblock where the number 
of frequency channels detected as having a trans- 
mission error, by the performance of CRC over fre- 
quency on that error subblock using the respective 
retransmitted partial vertical parity bits, does not 
exceed the number of frequency channels in that 
error subblock that have a transmission error which 
can be corrected by FEC using the horizontal parity 
symbols of that error subblock. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the processor 
requests that the transmitter retransmit partial verti- 
cal parity bits for any frequency channel of any error 
subblock which was defined as a result of the previ- 
ous retransmission of partial vertical parity bits and 
which could not be corrected by FEC; 

wherein the processor performs CRC over fre- 
quency using the most recently retransmitted partial 
vertical parity bits on any error subblock for which 
partial vertical parity bits were most recently retrans- 
mitted to detect the frequency channels that have a 
transmission error in a plurality of error subblocks 
which are defined from the performance of CRC 
over frequency on the error subblocks for which par- 
tial vertical parity bits were most recently retransmit- 
ted; and, 

wherein the processor performs FEC on an 
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error subblock defined from the most recent per- 
formance of CRC over frequency, where the number 
of frequency channels detected as having a trans- 
mission error by the performance of CRC over fre- 
quency on that error subblock using the respective s 
retransmitted partial vertical parity bits does not 
exceed the number of frequency channels in the 
words of that error subblock that have a transmis- 
sion error which can be corrected by FEC using the 
horizontal parity symbols of that error subblock. to 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the processor 
repeatedly performs the steps of requesting partial 
parity bits, performing CRC over frequency and per- 
forming FEC on the mostly recently formed error is 
subblock for a predetermined number of iterations. 



19. The system of claim 18, wherein the predetermined 
number of iterations is equal to three. 

20 

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the processor 
requests that the transmitter retransmit by automatic 
repeat request the information bits of an error sub- 
block that cannot be corrected by FEC, when the 
iteration limit is reached. 25 
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